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Kalanag was the David Copperfield of
post-war Germany. The glamorous life
of the world-famous magician Helmut
Schreiber.
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Malte Herwig is an awardwinning writer, broadcaster
and reporter working for
German and English media
(Süddeutsche Zeitung,
Spiegel, Guardian, New York
Times, BBC). He is the
author of bestsellers PostWar Lies: Germany and
Hitler's Long Shadow (Scribe
Publications, 2014) and The
Woman Who Says No
(Greystone Books, 2016),
and wrote a critical
biography of Nobel laureate
Peter Handke (2020). In
Germany, he created and
hosted the No. 1 Apple
podcast Faking Hitler on the
forged Hitler diaries
scandal. He received his
doctorate from the
University of Oxford and
held Visiting Research

He was the biggest star of the young German republic. After
the war, he forged an international career as a magician.
Helmut Schreiber, a.k.a. Kalanag, was famous for his
complex, brilliant, exotic and breathtaking shows. But his
biggest trick was to make his shady past during the Nazi
dictatorship vanish into thin air. As a film producer and
president of the Magic Circle, he enjoyed a close relationship
with some of the biggest names in Nazi Germany, from Hitler
to Goebbels, serviced the Nazi cause, produced the only antiSemitic musical of the time, and secured the collaboration of
German magicians.
Using extensive archive research and interviews, Malte
Herwig tells for the first time the story of the torturous life of
the man who embodied the contradictions of wartime and
post-war Germany like no other.
Press
"Award winning journalist and best-selling author Malte
Herwig has managed to pull back the curtain and reveal the
long-hidden secrets of the great Kalanag, whose career took
him from the corridors of power in the Third Reich to post-war
public acclaim on stages around the world. A true story that
reads like fiction!" Richard Hatch, Corporate Magician and

For more information please visit www.randomhouse.de

Fellowships at Harvard
University and the
University of London.

Deceptionist

For more information please visit www.randomhouse.de

